COMPUTATIONS AND CALCULATIONS

Rations were to consist of butter, rice, dates and flour.
The quantities would determine the numbers of pack
animals required to carry them on each successive stage of
the journey. Too much food would be a great source of
expense, not so much on account of its value, as because of
camel hire, for these desert camels are small and light, and
cannot carry a big load; too few rations would effectively
destroy all chance of fulfilling my aims. I must budget for
four separate relays of men: forty, thirty, twenty, fifteen.
The first party would have their rations issued to them
individually before starting; the pack animals would be
carrying rations of the next three parties. The process
would be repeated at each stage. By this progressive
reduction I estimated I should require fifteen pack camels
at the outset.

Accurate and careful organisation was essential to success,
but could not itself ensure it. We might meet a larger party
of Sa'ar upon the road (news of the three thousand silver
dollars I carried would bring upon me a thousand raiders),
while we would reach the desert only to face three more in-
calculable factors, the first being the Murra attitude towards
my passage through their country, the second whether the
pastures and water-holes were good enough this year, and
the third the possibility of finding Arabs prepared to risk
their camels and themselves and travel during the fasting
month of Ramadhan. The Murra attitude was at present
indeterminable. No stranger had ever been into this
territory, certainly no white man and Christian. Would
they co-operate? Shaikh Salih thought the chances were
even. It was in this uncertain mood, after being held up
for two months, that I marched from Dhufar on loth
December 1930.
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